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cannot rise higher or be more certain than the revela-
tion itself, and must be subjected to the same criterion
of natural truth. Without this foundation in natural
reason we should be incapable of knowing anything.
Whatever contradicts the faculty of knowing cannot
be a truth of revelation. The authorities of the
Eoman Catholic Church have been compelled to act
on this principle. They now admit the truth of the
Copernican system, belief in which was once damnable
heresy. Christianity has nothing to fear from science.
Its essence as taught by Jesus remains the same, and
as natural knowledge advances its divine origin will
become more evident.

The first science which came in conflict with Church
theology and Church authority, was the science of
astronomy. Christ Himself taught nothing concerning
the heavenly bodies. Eeligious and ethical doctrines
ere not inseparably connected with any natural
sciences. Christ spoke of nature as it appeared to
the people who were His hearers. But the system of
theology which grew up in the Church incorporated
the Ptolemaic astronomy. The earth was supposed to
be the centre around which the sun, moon, and stars
revolved. This seemed to correspond with the Mosaic
account of the creation, and with the sun standing
still on Gibeon, and the moon in the valley of Ajalon.
It became connected with a theory of inspiration
which regarded the letter of the Bible as inspired.
For centurieis theological writers followed this belief
till the Church consciousness and Western science
seemed to have been united for ever. Other things
helped to confirm this view of the universe. The